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Afterglow

I’d like the memory of me to be a happy one,
I’d like to leave an afterglow of smiles when life is done.

I’d like to leave an echo,
Whispering down the ways,

Of happy times and laughing times
And bright and sunny days.

I’d like the tears of those who grieve,
To dry before the sun

Of happy memories that I leave when life is done.
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Life and Legacy of

Mrs. Alchester Jones MCGraw
Mrs. Alchester Jones McGraw entered into rest on 
Saturday, September 14, 2019.

Alchester was born on March 3, 1928, in Hephzibah, 
Georgia, to Henry and Janie Frances Jones, Sr. She was 
the eighth of twelve children. 

At an early age, Alchester gave her life to Christ and 
was baptized at the Historic First Ebenezer Baptist 
Church.

Alchester moved to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania as a 
young adult and made her home there until her passing. 
Alchester worked in the healthcare profession as a 
caregiver. 

Alchester was married to Robert McGraw, and to 
this union, they had three sons, Bobby, Gregory and 
Harold.

She was a member of Bethany Baptist Church, where 
she was a dedicated servant. She loved her family dearly, 
especially the little ones: “She loved the children”. The 
only thing she loved more than her family was God. 

Alchester was preceded in death by her parents, 
siblings, husband and children. 

Alchester leaves a legacy of love and her memories 
to: twenty-five nieces; eighteen nephews; and a host 
of great and great-great nieces and nephews, other 
relatives and friends. 

The Last Farewell

What does one do, when a legacy leaves?

We may cry, we may mourn, sit in solace and grieve.

Hear the laughs we once shared, 

See the smiles we once passed.

How your hearts showed and 

Cared through the times that we had.

What does one do when a legacy fades?

When the sun isn’t shone and 

We bask in the shade. 

Do we bid you farewell, will a pain in our hearts, 

Or take comfort in knowing that we are never apart?

What does one do, we must ask ourselves?

For your legacy has left us an abundance of wealth.

So, wealth in love that we all have to know, 

That you’re never gone. 

Through us, your legacy grows.

Andrea Caine
Great Niece
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Prelude

Processional

Scriptures .................................................... Dr. Larry Mann
Old and New Testaments

Prayer .......................................... Minister Clarence Beard

Selection ........................................................................ Choir

Expressions of Love ..................... Mrs. Jacqueline Lewis
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Silent Reading of the 
Life and Legacy of Mrs. Alchester Jones MCGraw
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Selection ........................................................................ Choir
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Recessional

Interment ...................... Historic First Ebenezer Baptist 
Church Cemetery
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