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“I have fought a good fight,
I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.”

- II Timothy 4:7 -
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The Everlasting Light

(Author Unknown) 

Those we love most someday pass beyond our present sight.
They must leave us and the world we know without their radiant light

But we know that, like a candle, their lovely light will shine
To brighten up another place more perfect, more divine

And in the realm of Heaven where they shine so warm and bright,
Our Loved ones live forevermore in God’s eternal light.
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When Tomorrow
Starts Without Me 

When tomorrow starts without me, And I’m not there to see.  If the sun should rise and 
find your eyes, All filled with tears for me; I wish so much you wouldn’t cry the way you did 
today, while thinking of the many things, we didn’t get to say.  I know how much you love 
me, as much as I love you, and each time that you think of me, I know you’ll miss me too; 
but when tomorrow starts without me, please try to understand, that an angel came and 
called my name, and took me by the hand, and said my place was ready, in heaven far 
above, and that I’d have to leave behind all those I dearly love; but as I turned to walk 
away, a tear fell from my eye, for all my life, I’d always thought, I didn’t want to die.  I had 
so much to live for, so much left yet to do, it almost seemed impossible that I was leaving 
you.  I thought of all the yesterdays, the good ones and the bad, I thought of all the love 
we shared, and all the fun we had.  If I could relive yesterday, just even for a while, I’d say 
good-bye and kiss you, and maybe see you smile; but then I fully realized, that this could 
never be, for emptiness and memories, would take the place of me.

And when I thought of worldly things, I might miss come tomorrow, I thought of you, and 
when I did, my heart was filled with sorrow.  But when I walked through heaven’s gates, I 
felt so much at home.  When God looked down and smiled at me, from His great golden 
throne, he said, “This is eternity, and all I’ve promised you.  Today your life on earth is past, 
but here life starts anew.  I promise no tomorrow, but today will always last, and since each 
day’s the same way there’s no longing for the past.  You have been so faithful, so trusting 
and so true.  Though there were times you did some things you knew you shouldn’t do.  
But you have been forgiven and now at last you’re free.  So won’t you come and take 
my hand and share my life with me?”  So when tomorrow starts without me, don’t think 
we’re far apart, for every time you think of me, I’m right here, in your heart.

Obituary 

Marion Joseph Tappan, the sixth of seven children, was born in Augusta, Georgia on January 10, 
1930, to the late William and Alice McRamie Tappan.   Marion was a faithful servant of our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ and entered eternal rest on September 4, 2019.   

Marion’s early education began at Immaculate Conception Catholic School and the Richmond 
County Public School System.  He graduated A.R. Johnson High School Class of 1949 and went on 
to attend Paine College in Augusta, Georgia where he majored in biology.  His thirst for knowledge 
would lead him to advance his education at John Carroll University and Cuyahoga Community 
College in Cleveland, Ohio and Rochester Institute of Technology in Rochester, New York. 

On October 14, 1951, Marion married his longtime sweetheart, Cindy Beard; a union that was 
blessed with three children.  Marion and Cindy enjoyed fifty-seven years of holy matrimony that 
was lived out in both Augusta, Georgia and Cleveland, Ohio.  The couple shared several interests 
that included national and international travel and countless hours of community and church 
service.  Marion’s devotion to the church would afford him several opportunities for Christian 
service.  He was appointed as the chairman of the General & Jurisdictional Concerns Committee 
Management Team for Black Methodist for Church Renewal, chairperson for Board of Church 
& Society, Conference Delegate to the World Methodist Conferences in Narobi, Kenya and 
Singapore to name a few. 

Marion proudly served his country as a helicopter mechanic in the United States Marine Corps 
earning the rank of sergeant.  After an honorable discharge in 1953, Marion continued to serve his 
fellow veterans through his 34-year employment at the Department of Veterans Affairs in Augusta, 
Georgia and Cleveland, Ohio.   Marion was recognized in a 1963 article by Ebony Magazine 
entitled “Blacks in the Most Integrated Governmental Agency; The Veterans Administration”.  He 
was among only a few to hold such a position in medical media and only one of five African-
Americans at the time to be appointed to Chief of Medical Illustration.  The following year, the 
Augusta Chronicle-Sunday Edition, featured an article highlighting Marion’s contributions to 
medical research and medical photography. In addition to his many duties, Marion supported 
the VA’s EEO program with his work as an EEO investigator.  He became a well-respected 
photographer in the African-American community.  His work documented the most celebrated 
events in the lives of many in Augusta and Cleveland.  

Marion’s senior years did not slow him down.  He continued to be active in the lives of his children, 
Aldersgate United Methodist Church choir, The Huisman Sickle Cell Foundation of Augusta, 
Georgia Incorporated Fundraiser and the Augusta Chorale. 

Marion was a devoted husband, father, grandfather, a thoughtful son, brother, uncle and friend. 
Marion is preceded in death by his wonderful wife, Reverend Dr. Cindy Beard Tappan; their oldest 
child, Faye Patricia; and siblings, Joseph Tappan, Aaron Tappan, Fred Tappan, Willie Mae Greene, 
Alice Humphries, Elizabeth “Precious” Phinizy and Tom Golden.  

Marion is survived by his remaining children: Dr. Marcus S. Tappan (Cynthia), Silver Spring, 
Maryland; Susan B. Tappan Williams, Columbus, Ohio; foster daughter, Judy Clark, Daytona 
Beach, Florida; his six grandchildren: Mason A. Joseph Rucker, Myia Faye Rucker, Marcus Tappan, 
Lauren Tappan, Marlee J. Tappan Wilson, Jaydan Graham-Tappan, Chelsea Graham-Tappan 
and a loving friend and companion, Betty Saunders.  Marion will be remembered fondly by a 
host of nieces, nephews, cousins, in-laws and friends. 

His loving memory will be a source of joy
and strength to all who were blessed to have known him.
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Reverend Dr. Danny Barton, Officiating

Aldersgate United Methodist Church Augusta, Georgia

Processional ............................................................................................................. “How Great Thy Art”
Organist, Mark Dicken

Invocation .................................................................................................... Reverend Dr. Danny Barton
Pastor, Aldersgate UMC

Old Testament Scripture Reading | Psalm 23 ............................................. Thomasine Ellison (Friend)

Musical Selection .................................................................................................... “The Lord Is My Light“
Aldersgate UMC Chancel Choir

Director, Linda Bradberry

New Testament Scripture Reading |John 3:16 .................................................... Tom Clark (Nephew)

Expressions of Love ........................................ Dr. Marcus Tappan & Susan Tappan Williams (Children)
Lauren Tappan & Mason Rucker (Grandchildren)

James “PJ” Phinizy (Nephew)
James T. Walton (Friend)

Musical Selection ........................................................................... Soloist, Barbara Washington (Niece)
Pianist, Aundra Clark (Niece)

Obituary …………….........……………. (Please Read Silently) ………...……….. ”It Is Well With My Soul”
Organist, Mark Dickens

Acknowledgements .......................................................................................... Curtis Cisrow (Nephew)

Eulogy ........................................................................................ Reverend Robert “Bob” Airhart (Friend)

Benediction .................................................................................................. Reverend Dr. Danny Barton
Pastor, Aldersgate UMC

Recessional .................................................................................................................. “Goin Up Yonder”
Soloist, Barbara Washington (Niece)

Pianist, Aundra Clark (Niece)

Interment ........................................................................................... Simonia Baptist Church Cemetery
Grovetown, Georgia
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~ Repast ~

Simonia Baptist Church
Fellowship Hall

Psalm Twenty-Three
(King James Version)

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:

He leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul:

He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil: for thou art with me;
Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me
in the presence of mine enemies:
Thou anointest my head with oil;

my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy

shall follow me all the days of my life:
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

John Three and Sixteen
(King James Version) 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.




