
After Glow
I’d like the memory of me to be a happy one,

I’d like to leave an afterglow of smiles,

When life is done.

I’d like to leave and echo whispering down the ways,

Of happy times and laughing times

And bright and sunny days.

I’d like the tears of those who grieve, 

To dry before the sun 

Of happy memories that I leave

When life is done.
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Obituary
Toni Michelle Miller, born on October 9, 1964, in Augusta 
Georgia, to the late Lillie Mae Hardy and  Joe Lewis, was 
a sublime, compassionate, and awe-inspiring mother, 
wife, friend, sister, aunt, and overall beautiful person 
inside and out. She had four siblings: Zsa Zsa Elam, 
Horace Freeman, Carl Hardy and Shymeka Freeman.

Toni was born and raised in Augusta, Georgia and 
received her education through the Richmond County 
School System.  

In 1980, Toni met Charles Miller and later that year, 
they married. Toni had six children: Roderick Hardy, 
Kenya Miller-Robinson, Terese Miller, Charles Miller 
Jr., Devon Durham and Christian Thomas; and eight 
grandchildren, T’Ziah, Isiah, Ra’Leia, Taylor, Xylan, 
Taleiah, Torai and Nova. 

As a military spouse, Toni travelled to several countries 
and across the United States, where she gained her 
eclectic taste and personality, love for fashion, cooking, 
foreign foods and meeting new people. After relocating 
to Long Beach, California, Toni obtained her business 
license and started her cleaning service. She acquired 
a contract through United States Government and her 
business was an overnight success. She worked very 
hard to maintain a prosperous cleaning business. She 
later retired to continue as a loving house wife and 
mother.  

Toni made sure to make several amazing lasting 
memories with her children, grandchildren, friends and 
family.  Toni fought long and hard with an extended 
illness until she entered into peace at Augusta University 
Hospital on Sunday, July 21, 2019.
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She leaves to cherish her memories: her children, 
Roderick Hardy, Kenya Miller-Robinson, Terese 
Miller, Charles Miller, Jr., Devon Durham and 
Christian Thomas; four siblings, Zsa Zsa Elam, 
Horace Freeman, Carl Hardy and Shymeka Freeman;  
eight grandchildren; and a host of family and friends.

Her vibrant spirit will continue to move 
through the souls she has touched and will 

never be forgotten.

I’m Free
Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free. 

I’m following the path God laid for me. 
I took His hand when I heard him call;

I turned my back and left it all. 
I could not stay another day, 

To laugh, to love, to work or play. 
Tasks left undone must stay that way; 
I found that place at the close of day.  

If my parting has left a void, 
Then fill it with remembered joy. 

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss; 
Oh yes, these things, I too will miss. 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow. 
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.  

My life’s been full, I savored much; 
Good friends, good times, a loved ones touch. 

Perhaps my time seems all too brief; 
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief. 
Lift up your heart and share with me;

 God wanted me now, 
He set me free.


