
The Resurrection Hope 
John 11:24, 25 

“Martha said to him:

 “I know he will rise in the resurrection on the last day.” 

Jesus said to her: 

“I am the resurrection and the life. The one who exercises faith in me, 

even though he dies, will come to life.”
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All are welcome to greet the family

q
“If a man dies, can he live again? I will wait all the days of my 

compulsory service until my relief comes. You will call and I will 

answer you. You will long for the work of your hands.” 

- Job 14:14, 15

Obituary
MRS. SHIRLEY MAE WARD was born on February 26, 1949, in Augusta, 
Georgia. She was the daughter of Mr. Isaac and Rozena Abraham, both 
deceased.  
She was employed as a cook, something she loved to do, by the Ramada 
Inn Hotel and Country Buffet in Augusta for many years. Eventually, she 
changed her line of work and became a part of the housekeeping staff at 
the Uptown VA Hospital in 1977. She was a faithful employee there until  
1988 when she was no longer able to continue due to health problems.  
What Shirley did best was Love. She loved people and she loved animals. 
If either were in need, they could definitely depend on her to provide them 
with the specialized, individualized care, and nurturing that was needed to 
get them on their feet.   
Shirley was an extremely talented woman. Her culinary skills could not 
be matched and when you put your feet under her kitchen table, it was a 
pleasure. She was also a self-taught seamstress, upholsterer, and crafter. 
Many of her arts and crafts are still in people’s homes today. Amazingly, she 
used some of her time to patiently teach others how to do the things that 
brought her so much joy and comfort.  
On September 16, 1989, she married her high school sweetheart Bobby Ward. 
Shirley was a deeply, devoted, and loving wife until his death on July 11, 2011.  
After reflecting over her life, Shirley set the goal of becoming a more spiritual 
person. She began attending church when she could. Eventually, she began 
attending the Kingdom Hall and studying the Bible. As time passed she 
learned and was comforted by what Gods Word, the Bible, taught about 
the resurrection hope.  Shirley was preceded in death by her husband, 
Bobby Ward; her father, Isaac Abraham, Sr.; her mother, Rozena Abraham 
Barnwell; two brothers, Isaac Abraham, Jr. and Don Abraham; as well as two 
other siblings.  
She leaves to cherish her memory: daughter, Angelia (Freddie) Hall, 
Martinez, GA; stepdaughter, Felicia Ann (Ozell, Jr.) Burgess, Augusta, 
GA; brother, Vincent (Carol) Abraham, Trenton, SC; two sisters, Maxine 
(Leroy) Hubert, Augusta, GA and Doris (Timothy) Gilmore, Dublin, GA; 
nieces, Christina Abraham, Tonya Owens, Tamika Gilmore, Cassandra 
Abraham,  Alexandria Abraham, Tina Abraham, Shaketa Abraham Bell and 
Felicia Patterson; nephews, Isaac Abraham, Norris Gilmore, Torrey Thomas 
and Stanley Abraham, Jr.; two grandchildren; six great-grandchildren; a 
host of great and great-great nieces and nephews; as well as other loving  
relatives and friends.


