
When Tomorrow Starts Without Me
When tomorrow starts without me, And I’m not there to see.  If the sun should rise and find your eyes, All 
filled with tears for me; I wish so much you wouldn’t cry the way you did today, while thinking of the many 
things, we didn’t get to say.  I know how much you love me, as much as I love you, and each time that you 
think of me, I know you’ll miss me too; but when tomorrow starts without me, please try to understand, 
that an angel came and called my name, and took me by the hand, and said my place was ready, in heaven 
far above, and that I’d have to leave behind all those I dearly love; but as I turned to walk away, a tear fell 
from my eye, for all my life, I’d always thought, I didn’t want to die.  I had so much to live for, so much left 
yet to do, it almost seemed impossible that I was leaving you.  I thought of all the yesterdays, the good ones 
and the bad, I thought of all the love we shared, and all the fun we had.  If I could relive yesterday, just even 
for a while, I’d say good-bye and kiss you, and maybe see you smile; but then I fully realized, that this could 
never be, for emptiness and memories, would take the place of me.

And when I thought of worldly things, I might miss come tomorrow, I thought of you, and when I did, my 
heart was filled with sorrow.  But when I walked through heaven’s gates, I felt so much at home.  When God 
looked down and smiled at me, from His great golden throne, he said, “This is eternity, and all I’ve prom-
ised you.  Today your life on earth is past, but here life starts anew.  I promise no tomorrow, but today will 
always last, and since each day’s the same way there’s no longing for the past.  You have been so faithful, so 
trusting and so true.  Though there were times you did some things you knew you shouldn’t do.  But you 
have been forgiven and now at last you’re free.  So won’t you come and take my hand and share my life with 
me?”  So when tomorrow starts without me, don’t think we’re far apart, for every time you think of me, I’m 
right here, in your heart.
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Perhaps you sent a lovely card, or sat quietly in a chair.
Perhaps you sent a floral piece, if so, we saw it there.

Perhaps you spoke the kindest words, as any friends could say;
Perhaps you were not there at all, just thought of us this day.

Whatever you did to console our hearts, 
We thank you so much whatever the part.

- Arthur Unknown -

The family of Betty Lue Spruill-Griffin wishes to thank you most sincerely for your expression of 
kindness, sympathy and comforting words during our time of bereavement. Thank you for keeping us 
in your thoughts and prayers. 
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q
Weep Not For Me

Weep not for me though I am gone

Into the gentle nIght

grIeve If you WIll, but not for long

upon my soul’s sWeet flIght.  
there Is no need for tears, 

I am at peace, my soul Is at rest. 
there Is no paIn, I suffer not, 

for WIth your love I Was so blessed. 
I am In a place of comfort, 

the fear Is noW gone. 
put those thIngs out of your thoughts,

In your memory I lIve on. 
remember not my fIght for breath,

remember not the strIfe, 
please do not dWell upon my death

but celebrate my lIfe. 
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The Order of Praise and Worship
The Musical Medley ................................................................................................................................. Mr. John Hobbs

The Call to Worship …………….....................................................…...........................…………… Reverend Sheldon Cooper
pastor, galIlee baptIst church

The Processional
Presentation, Poem and Parting View .......................................................................... Orator Chaz Bruce, Grandson

The Musical Praise ........................................................................................................... Beulah Grove Baptist Church

The Invocation and Meditation ................................................................................................. Carolyn Fortson, Niece

The Musical Praise ................................................................................... Phi Chi Chapter, Chi Eta Phi Sorority, Inc.

The Holy Word
 Old Testament …………...................................................................................................……... Reverend Ralph Lee

beulah grove baptIst church

 New Testament ……………………...................…………….........................................……..………... Reverend Larry Sims
pastor, solId rock baptIst church

The Musical Praise …………………...................................................……………... Midday Bible Study Women’s Ensemble

The Soulful Sentiments ......................................................................................... Angela Hankinson-Bruce, Daughter
Bruce Haninson, Son

The Musical Tribute ............................................................................................... Violinist, Camdyn Bruce, Grandson

The Acknowledgements ................................................................................................... Mrs. Regina D. Martin, Niece

The Obituary ………………………………….....................................................................……………………………………….. Read Silently

The Solo …………………………...............................................................………….....……….....…….. Deacon Hawthorne Welcher           

The Expressions of Comfort and Encouragement ............................................................. Reverend Dr. Sam Davis

The Departing Prayer ............................................................................................................... Jackson Bruce, Son-in-love

The Recessional ........................................................................................................................ Family and Congregation

The Great AMEN ...................................................................................................................... Mr. Charley Pugh, Soloist

The Commital and Interment .................................................................................. Mount Olive Memorial Gardens
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A Life Well Lived
god thundereth marvellously WIth hIs voIce; great thIngs doeth he, WhIch We cannot comprehend.

- Job 37:5

The Voice of God is like no other.  With His mighty voice He created the heavens, the earth, and the fullness 
there of. His sheep know their Shepherd’s voice, which speaks in a powerful and personal way: guiding them 
through dangers seen and unseen, equipping them for His Holy purposes and directing their divine destiny.

A N D  G O D  S A I D . . . .
“Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee, and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee.”  Jeremiah 1:5 KJV 
Born on September 5, 1936, Salome was the fourth child of the late Judson Tutt and Frances G. Tutt.  Graced 
with passion, purpose, strength, energy, and enthusiasm, she passed a zeal for life.  A ready smile, quick wit 
and a contagious personality, Salome never met a stranger. Even through the tragedies and pains of her; life, 
she retained her joyful spirit and remained a blessing.Without question, Salome left an indelible imprint 
upon the lives of those whom she touched. 

A N D  G O D  S A I D . . . . . . . .
 “I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send ... Then said I, Here am I; send me.” Isaiah 6:8 KJV
As a young girl, Salome accepted Christ as her Saviour and began her life long faith journey.  She was a 
committed and dutiful member of Cumming Grove Baptist Church for more than a quarter of a century, 
recently uniting with Beulah Grove Baptist Church, in order to worship with her son. There she was 
exemplary in her stewardship, faithful in her fellowship, and served in the Usher’s Ministry until her health 
declined. Salome acknowledged Jesus as the strength of her life and readily testified about the goodness 
and greatness of God! She avidly loved and studied God’s word and participated in Bible Study at Antioch 
Baptist Church.

A N D  G O D  S A I D . . . . . . . . .
“Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife.” Genesis 2:24
In April 1959, Salome was united in holy matrimony to Eldridge Hankinson, who preceded her in death. 
To this union, two children were born, Angela and Bruce. Salome was a loving wife and an exceptional and 
amazing mother. However, her grandsons were her pride, joy, and love of her life.

A N D  G O D  S A I D . . . . . . . . .
“...... if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee; So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine 
heart to understanding.” Proverbs 2:1-2
Salome possessed a natural desire for knowledge, coupled with ambition and determination and excelled in her 
studies.  Her early education began in the Richmond County Public School System and she was a 1954 graduate 
of Lucy Craft Laney High school.  She continued her education at Lamar School of Nursing graduating in 1957. 
Salome graduated at the top of her class and was named Nurse of the Year. Some twenty years later, she earned 
a Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree from the Medical College of Georgia. Her quest for knowledge never 
diminished.
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Obituary continued . . .
A N D  G O D  S A I D . . . . . . . . . 
“If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat.” 2 Thessalonians 3:10
Salome was always industrious and highly motivated. Her work history began at New York’s Kings County 
Hospital.  After relocating back to Georgia, she continued her nursing career at the Uptown Veterans 
Administration Hospital. Her compassion and concern for others made her an ideal caregiver - even despite 
her own illness and health challenges. As an excellent Psychiatric Nurse and Coordinating Supervisor, 
she received numerous awards for outstanding performances.  Retiring after thirty-one years of dedicated 
service, she became a home health provider and continued to care for the needs of others until her health 
declined.

A N D  G O D  S A I D . . . . . . . . . 
“And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ 
This is the first commandment. And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other 
commandment greater than these.” Mark 12: 30-31 KJV
Salome possed a selfless spirit and was always helping those less fortunate. She was extremely proud to 
have been a charter member of Phi Chi Chapter, Chi Eta Phi Sorority, Inc., a nursing sorority and service 
organization.

A N D  G O D  S A I D . . . . . . . . . 
“Well done, a good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into 
the joy of your lord.’ Matthew 25:21 KJV
On February 4, 2019, the voice of God whispered to his precious child, “Weary one - come home!” Salome 
answered the call of Jesus and her spirit overcame the bonds of her physical limitations.

Those left to cherish her memories are: loving children, Angela (Jackson) Bruce and Bruce Hankinson; sisters, 
Laura M. Blount and Frances Alexander; two grandsons, Chaz Bruce and  Camdyn Bruce; aunt, Marial Tutt; 
brothers-in-law,  Richard Davis, Rube Hankinson;  sisters-in-law, Brenda J. Hankinson, Dorothy Harris; a 
devoted friend, Charlie Pugh; and  host of nieces, nephews, cousins, adopted children and friends.    
  

GOD HAS SPOKEN.   LET THE CHURCH SAY “AMEN”!!!

Soar High
What If I dIe and don’t have tIme yo say goodbye.

cancer Is Just a Word that changed our lIves and so dId you. 

It happened so fast and our lIves turned blue.

nothIng Is clear, everythIng Is blurred; except fear.

you Were the gIft of our lIfe. you made It gloW; 

people come, people go; but sooner or later 

We kneW We Would have to let you go.

grandma, Whom I adore ever so much, no longer here on earth 

oh hoW I’ll mIss your smIle; and laughter so bIg and full of lIfe 

noW you sore In the sky, you’re an angel so hIgh 

grandma Whom I adore ever so much 

rest noW, ever so peaceful In the heavens alWays above.

We WIll love you, grandma!.

chaz and camdyn

Always Honored
alWays honored to be your chIldren ...

alWays honored to be your frIend ...
alWays honored When people could see resemblance ...

alWays honored to knoW you Were a fIghter to the end!
alWays honored to knoW you have your vIctory ...

alWays honored to knoW a remarkable Woman ...
alWays honored to knoW that thIs Is not goodbye

rather a WaItIng tIme untIl We meet agaIn ...
alWays honored!!!

love,
angIe and bruce
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