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Reflections of Life
JANET LOUISE DAVENPORT RILEY, affectionately 
known as Jane, was born on March 23, 1923 to the late Willie 
F. and Lillie M. Davenport in Augusta, Georgia. She was 
the third of four children (Willie Mae, Arthur Randall, now 
deceased, and Julia Etta).

Jane attended Weed Academy Elementary School. After 
elementary school, she attended Haines Institute, where she 
was the Salutatorian of her class in 1940.  Jane began her college 
education at Barber Scotia Junior College in Concord, North 
Carolina. She later completed her bachelor’s degree at Paine 
College.  As a young adult, she was an active tennis player and 
swimmer.

Jane accepted Christ at an early age and attended Cumming 
Grove Baptist Church, the church of her mother. She was a 
devoted member in her church and participated in various 
organizations over the years. She was one of the few members 
who remembered hearing the church bell ring for funerals and 
various church services throughout the community.  

Jane began her teaching career at Weed Academy Elementary 
School and after desegregation, taught at William Robinson 
Elementary School until its closing. She completed her 
teaching career at John Tutt Middle School and retired in 1985.  
Jane devoted 37 years of teaching in the Richmond County 
School System. She taught many students and their children 
while teaching in her beloved community, “The Hill.”  She 
loved to travel both nationally and internationally and upon 
her retirement, her children gave her a memorable trip to Paris, 
France.

For many years, Jane was active in her community through 
clubs, church and lifelong friendships.  Mrs. Riley, as she 
was known by many of her former students, was a kind and 
generous woman who often gave silently to those in need.  She 
enjoyed life and possessed a strong love for God, family and 
community.  She loved having her family come home during 
the holidays and devoted countless hours to shopping and 
cooking in preparation for those family gatherings.  She was 
also known for sending pots of soups and stews to family and 
friends when they were ill. As the wife of a Sportsman Boat 
Club founding member, Jane enjoyed numerous activities and 
functions at Clarks Hill Lake including boat riding, fishing, 
cooking and being in the company of friends.

I’m Free

Don’t grieve for me, for now i’m free.

 i’m following the path goD laiD for me.

 i took his hanD when i hearD him call;

 i turneD my back anD left it all.

 i coulD not stay another Day,

 to laugh, to love, to work or play.

 tasks left unDone must stay that way;

 i founD that place at the close of Day.

  if my parting has left a voiD, 

then fill it with remembereD joy.

 a frienDship shareD, a laugh, a kiss;

 ah yes, these things, i too will miss.

 be not burDeneD with times of sorrow.

 i wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.

  my life’s been full, i savoureD much;

 gooD frienDs, gooD times, a loveD ones touch.

 perhaps my time seems all too brief;

 Don’t lengthen it now with unDue grief.

 lift up  your heart anD share with me,

 goD wanteD me now, 

he set me free.

Order of Service
Processional

Hymn .......................................................... Congregation
“Blessed Assurance”

Scripture ............................................. Randall Davenport
Old and New Testaments

Prayer .................................... Reverend Bernard Simmons

Solo ........................................................... Bobbilynn Lee

Reflections ................................Bertha Singleton, Church
Helen Henry, Education

David Dennard and Lesley Riley, Family

Special Recognition ............................... Elizabeth Jordan

Obituary ...................................................... Read Silently
Medley of Hymns

Acknowledgements ............................................... Family

Solo ........................................... George Cornell Peterson

Eulogy ..................................... Reverend Joseph Williams

Recessional

Interment .................................. Westover Memorial Park 
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