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q To My Wife
Even after all these years, I still love how you smile.

And I love it when we take some time, to sit and talk a while.
I still love hugging in the night, and waking up with you.

And you still have ways of touching me, that thrill me through and through...
When I feel sad, you still know how to brighten up my life.

And after all theses years, I’m still so glad that you’re my wife.

Your Loving Husband, natHanieL

qTo My Brother-In-Law
We loved him, he loved us, he is lost to life, how will we live with this strife?

They were meant to be, he was her happy ending, don’t remember him by the way 
he died, remember him by the way he lived. He was a good guy, honest and true. 

Now you see us, we are oh so blue. Now he’s gone from this earth,
though we will never forget, the good things he has done,

and the happiness he has brought to everyone.

Your sister-in-Law, HuckabY

qAcknowledgements
We, the family of Deacon Nathaniel Neely, are grateful for your 
support and kindness.  Your prayers undergirded and kept us strong 
as our saddened hearts mourned the loss our loved one.  Please know 
that each expression of love shown shall be forever etched in our 
hearts and minds.  Thank you so much for embracing us and for 
taking this journey with us.  As Christians, we are confident that we 
will see our loved one again, because we know that Christians never 
meet for the last time.  May God’s peace be with each and every one 
of you.
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The Order of Celebration
Presiding, Reverend Howard Harden

Prelude

Processional

Selection ................................................................... Sanctuary Choir

Scriptures
Old Testament ............. Minister Michael Gilmore
New Testament ............. Minister Tyrone Johnson

Prayer .............................................................. Reverend Ella Thomas

Solo ............................................................. Reverend Brenda Parrish

Reflections of Deacon Nathaniel Neely
(3 Minutes Please)

As A Church Member - Deacon Milton Pugh
As A Family Member - Deacon Marvin Scott

Obituary and
Expressions of Gratitude .......................... Deaconess Julia Brown

Selection ................................................................... Sanctuary Choir

Eulogy ............................................. Reverend Willie L. Mincey, Sr.

Recessional

Interment ...... Springhill Missionary Baptist Church Cemetery

-THE HOUR OF FELLOWSHIP AND REPAST -
Springhill Missionary Baptist Church

 Fellowship Hall

The Obituary
DEACON NATHANIEL NEELY was born on June 11, 1943. He 
was the seventh child of the late Mr. Clayton Neely, Sr. and 
Marie Neely. He was born in Jefferson County and raised in 
Keysville, Georgia.

At a young age he joined Saxon Grove Baptist Church of 
Keysville and was baptized. As an adult he united with 
Thompson Springhill Methodist Church. He was then united 
with Tender Sprout Community Baptist and later ordained as 
a Deacon under the leadership of Pastor Patricia Scott. In 2006 
he united with Springhill Missionary Baptist Church and was 
later ordained as a Deacon under the leadership of Reverend 
Willie L. Mincey, Sr. Because of his desire to serve, caring ways, 
and leadership abilities, he was asked to serve as chairman of 
the Deacon Board.

Deacon Nathaniel Neely received advanced infantry training 
at the Army Training Center of Ft. Gordon, Georgia. He 
entered the Army in September 1964. He was also a Mason of 
M.W. Prince Hall Grand Lodge. Deacon Neely was employed 
by Merry Brothers Brick & Tile Company before his service 
and was later employed by Boral Bricks where he retired after 
forty-three plus years.

He was united in marriage to Beatrice Livingston on December 
19, 1975, and together they raised three children. Deacon 
Nathaniel Neely and Reverend Beatrice Neely enjoyed serving 
the Lord.

Preceding him in death were his brothers, Mr. Clayton Neely, 
Jr., Mr. Robert Neely and Mr. Earl M. Neely.

Deacon Nathaniel Neely departed this life June 27, 2017. He 
will be remembered by his family and friends. He leaves to 
cherish his memories: his wife, Reverend Beatrice Neely; a 
daughter, Renee Martin; two sons, Troy (Bridgette) Neely 
and Magnum Jelani Neely; two brothers, Mr. J.D. Neely and 
Mr. George (Hattie) Neely; seven sisters, Ms. Ruby Butler, 
Ms. Bobie Neely, Mrs. Alice (Donald) Wright, Ms. Elouise 
Washington, Ms. Bernice Scott, Mrs. Christene (Conrad) 
Boykins and Mrs. Harriet (Marvin) Scott; sister-in-law, Mrs. 
Barbara Huckaby; brother-in-law, Mr. Jessie (Ann) Overstreet; 
four grandchildren, Courtnee Martin, Nyishala Martin, 
Armani Neely and Devin Neely; two great grandchildren, 
Dante Simpson and Aubrey Simpson; four godchildren, Regina 
Gresh, Carlos Brown, Carlita Milton and Jakiyia Jackson; and 
a host of nieces, nephews, cousins and other family members.

To My Husband
I sit alone now in the darkness of despair

I cry my silent tears.

My heart is broken into a million tiny pieces.

The silence is deafening to my ears.

The darkness frightens me.

The shadows climb the wall.

I hear footsteps walking.

Passing through the hall.

The loneliness surrounds me.

It takes my breath away.

This is the pattern of my life.

Since that awful, dreadful day.

Without a clue

Without a hint

Of what was yet to be.

God called you home

To be with Him

And took you away from me.

I walk. I talk. I carry on

When the sun pokes out its head

But when darkness falls

And evening comes

I cannot go to bed.

For this is when I miss you most of all

When I curl into a little ball

And cry those silent tears.

Watching the shadows.

And missing you.


